
During the first year of its existence, the Department of Arts and Culture
has enjoyed considerable success. Being Minister of Arts and Culture
has provided me with the opportunity to interact with the ever-burgeoning
arts sector on both formal and informal occasions. Throughout the
past year a number of projects have highlighted the broad spectrum
of the work covered by this annual report and the new steps we are
taking as the Department of Arts and Culture.

During the course of the past 12 months, the Deputy Minister and I
undertook visits to most of our associated institutions, which deal with
performing arts, heritage, film and language services. I was encouraged
by the good work they are engaged in. Discussions centred on good
governance, particularly the implementation of the Public Finance
Management Act, which Government had passed to ensure
accountability. It was also a fact-finding exercise to interact more directly
with the people doing the work. These consultations, along with our
interaction with the broader arts community during the izimbizo, informed
our interaction with Parliament, especially during the Budget Vote
presentation.

Izimbizo were a successful platform during which I witnessed first hand the talent of the youth throughout South
Africa. The message from the grassroots was that though there are still immense challenges, the policies
government is following are sound and are improving access to the arts and culture for the ordinary citizen.

In the area of literature, possibly the largest corpus of African literature in English was unveiled at the
Pietermaritzburg campus of the University of KwaZulu-Natal, when the Centre of African Literary Studies was
opened there last year. That institution has now become one of the primary sites for the study of modern African
literature. This is one of the many heritage projects to restore to the African continent scholarly work produced
by Africans and about Africans, and to restore to Africa and its people those aspects of our continent’s rich
heritage that the Department is supporting.

On 5 March 2005, on the nomination of WriteAssociates, Prof. Mazisi Raymond Kunene was awarded the
honorary title of South Africa’s Poet Laureate in Durban. South Africa has now formally adopted the institution
of Poet Laureate and we can expect to see many another gifted poet elevated to that status in the future.

The Dumile Feni retrospective mounted at the Johannesburg Art Gallery in early 2005, saw the repatriation
of the works of one of the greatest and most prolific artists that South Africa has produced. In an effort to raise
awareness in the visual arts the government has invited the corporate sector to promote the arts wherever
possible. Renault responded innovatively to this challenge by not only hosting and mounting the works of young
South African artists in their showrooms gratis, but also by providing them with a grant making it possible for
them to exhibit. Government is contributing towards the return to South Africa of artworks produced in the
African townships during the ’70s and ’80s to enable the country to see the work that was produced during
that period.

R2 million has been dedicated to a pilot project aimed at stimulating the revival of literature in the indigenous
languages. An annual literary prize has been established for new creative work in the indigenous languages
to nurture and promote these languages.

Dr Z Pallo Jordan

Minister
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Following the White Paper and the Music Industry Task Team’s recommendations, an annual music market,
conference and exhibition called “Moshito” was initiated in 2004. It was a resounding success. South Africa
participated in MIDEM, an international music industry market in Cannes, in February 2005, and became the
first African country to have a stall at this 30-year-old music market. The National Oral History and Indigenous
Music Programme has been active, with the Department approving and funding over 30 projects in the past
year.

The Department continues to manage its nearly 40 international cultural agreements and memoranda of
understanding.  New agreements were signed with Mexico in October 2004 and with Tunisia in November
2004.  These agreements provide for cultural exchanges and opportunities for training in the various cultural
disciplines. They also enhance South Africa’s international relations.

The Memory of the World National Committee was set up to assist me to approve the listing of all historical
and rare collections that exist in this country. These collections must be listed in a national database before
they can be listed in UNESCO's Memory of the World Register. One such collection is the Dutch East India
Company Records, which are entered in the Memory of the World Register, and a plaque marking this was
unveiled at the Cape Town Archives on 6 April 2005.

2004/5 was a great year for the South African film industry as many films, directors and actors won awards at
top international festivals throughout the world. The National Film and Video Foundation is commended for
delivering on key national priorities of equity, redress and job creation, and for proactively adopting a progressive
language policy.

The collective memory of our nation is vital in restoring dignity and providing restitution. The Department of
Arts and Culture is tasked with ensuring that this collective memory is documented, stored and preserved for
posterity. I am glad to record that in many ways and in many places South Africans are taking charge of this.

Dr Z Pallo Jordan
Minister of Arts and Culture
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There is no doubt that, over the last year, arts, culture and heritage
issues have generated a lot of interest and vitality and have enjoyed
a relatively high priority in South Africa. Our government, as well as
stakeholders, the private sector, communities and civil society, have
taken arts, culture and heritage to a higher level of success. This report
bears testimony to that.

Exceptional achievements in the areas of film, music, performing arts
and world heritage have been recorded this past year. A Grammy
Award for Ladysmith Black Mambazo, an Oscar nomination for the
film "Yesterday" and an inscription of the Vredefort Dome on the
UNESCO World Heritage List - all these achievements are an affirmation
of our efforts to realise the potential of this sector.   

In addition to government initiatives, we have seen a lot of spontaneous
activity and creativity expressed in all art forms and at all ages.  This
is an indication that the arts belong to all South Africans. Sustaining
arts, culture and heritage is the responsibility of all South Africans -
government, private sector, stakeholders and communities alike. It is

the collective responsibility of all to explore new and innovative ways to promote excellence in the arts and to
find sustainable local and global markets for our South African product.

Our greatest challenge, however, as the Department of Arts and Culture, is to ensure that skills development
programmes, resources and facilities for both the production and the appreciation of arts and culture are made
available and accessible equitably to all South Africans.

It is also of strategic importance that we enhance the capacity and performance of our institutions such as the
National Arts Council and Community Arts Centres in order to accelerate the implementation of development
programmes. Special consideration should, however, be given to people and communities who have previously
been denied access to these resources and also to women, the youth and people with disabilities.

Another challenge that we are still grappling with is the integration of arts, culture and heritage with national
priorities such as housing, health, safety and security and economic development. To achieve this, greater
coordination and synergy between national government departments and between the three spheres of
government must be facilitated as a matter of urgency.

Collaboration with government departments, such as Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Trade and Industry,
Social Development and Safety and Security, as well as public-private partnerships, should be encouraged.

Arts, culture and heritage projects must, of necessity, also be incorporated in the Integrated Development Plans
and budgets of all municipalities. Municipalities must, therefore, continuously engage with local residents and
community groups and encourage wider public participation in order to identify local cultural initiatives that
would respond effectively to local needs.

Arts, culture and heritage permeate all aspects of our society and are an integral part of our social and economic
life, fostering community building, social cohesion and sustainable development. 
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Ms Ntombazana Botha

Deputy Minister



We must, therefore, understand and appreciate that it is through arts, culture and heritage that we will be able
to safeguard and defend our young democracy effectively and with contentment, enjoy the fruits of the new
South Africa, that truly belongs to all who live in it, united in our diversity. 

Ms Ntombazana Botha
Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture
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1.3 Foreword by the Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture -  (Continued)



The 2004/2005 financial year was truly a watershed year for the Department of Arts and Culture. The second
democratic national general elections in South Africa took place in April. At that point, the Department of Arts
and Culture was only one year old, having been separated from the Department of Science and Technology
just a year before.  Its independence up to that point had been at the level of administration and programmes
only. Politically, it had been a sibling of Science and Technology, with both falling under one Minister.

Following the elections, the President introduced his new Cabinet by focusing on the significant role that Arts
and Culture had to play in the affairs of the nation, and his consequent decision to appoint an independent
Minister and Deputy Minister for Arts and Culture. His choice of Minister signified just how important he
considered the role of Arts and Culture in the development and transformation of South African society, and
during the course of the past year the Department has had the privilege of being guided by the astute and
incisive intellect of Dr Z Pallo Jordan, supported by Ms NGW Botha, the Deputy Minister.

During the course of the year the Department continued to drive its policies in collaboration with the 27 arts
and culture institutions created as its visible policy instruments. We have struggled together against the odds
to stretch the limited resources available and achieve our policy objectives.

The Department has received enormous encouragement and support from the parliamentary oversight bodies,
the Portfolio and Select Committees of the two houses of Parliament. For this we are most grateful.  We are
similarly encouraged by the cooperation and support received from the sector stakeholder organisations and
individuals, not least our colleagues in the provinces and local communities.

The Department continued to play a leading role in the affairs of broad government. It is represented in all the
clusters of the Forum of South African Directors-General, at which major policy discussions and decisions are
generated for the approval of Cabinet. During the past year we had the privilege of being the leading department
in the all-important project of Social Cohesion and Social Justice, producing a policy framework which the
Cabinet endorsed. The framework proposed the development of a national integrated strategy on social
cohesion and social justice. In addition, it proposed a number of parallel campaigns for social cohesion and
social justice for the government to embark on. Two of these have been launched; the National Symbols
Campaign, in Soweto, and the Arts in Prisons Campaign, at the Maximum Security Prison in Kroonstad.

We are currently a leading department in the equally important Macro-Social Strategy project.

I have no doubt that the commitment and integrity of the men and women of the Department of Arts and Culture,
with the support of their colleagues in the sector, will be brought to bear uncompromisingly on the activities
and projects that need to be carried out this year.

The interventions we have made and the support we have given to many during the past year speak volumes.
I have no doubt that the Department has carried out its mandate successfully, and I therefore commend this
report to the Minister of Arts and Culture.

 

Prof. Itumeleng Mosala, Director-General
Department of Arts and Culture
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1.5 Information on the Ministry

After the elections of 2004, President Thabo Mbeki announced the separation of the Ministry of Arts, Culture,
Science and Technology into the Ministry of Arts and Culture and the Ministry of Science and Technology. Dr
Z. Pallo Jordan was appointed Minister of Arts and Culture. In appointing a senior leader, the President showed
his desire to give Arts and Culture a stronger profile. Ms Ntombazana Botha was appointed Deputy Minister.

Although the setting up of the new Ministry of Arts and Culture is an ongoing process, work in the new Ministry
began almost immediately with many demands being made upon the Minister and Deputy Minster. A skeleton
staff served both the political principals in Pretoria and Cape Town for almost a year.

Both the principles engaged actively with the arts and culture sector, receiving tremendous feedback. Their
workload has been extremely heavy, with consultations taking in the whole spectrum of arts, heritage and
culture sectors. 

The core responsibilities of both the Minster and the Deputy Minister are to give political leadership to the
programmes and projects of the Department, and to contribute to Cabinet, Caucus and Parliament. They also
have to carry out their constituency work.

The Minister and Deputy Minister also sign international agreements leading to further international cooperation
and exchange programmes that expose our cultural workers to wider experiences.

Both the Minster and Deputy Minister undertook official visits abroad to strengthen international ties and
cooperation, showcase South Africa in the relevant sectors and promote economic activities.

Minister Jordan led a delegation of musicians and performers to the Cerventino Festival in Mexico in October
2004. He then accompanied the President in his visit to Tunisia to the Fourth Session Joint Bilateral Commission. 
The President requested Minster Jordan to attend and deliver a Paper at the “Recontres de la Cité de la
Réussité” Conference in Paris, France in November. He represented South Africa and delivered a paper on
Pan Africanism at Home and in the Diaspora at a South African, African Union and Caribbean Diaspora
Conference in Jamaica in March 2005 and signed an agreement in Cuba during that trip.

Deputy Minister Botha led the delegation to the Cannes Film Festival in May 2004 where co-production treaties
were signed. She also led a mission to Timbuktu, Mali, in the ongoing Nepad programme of restoring and
maintaining the precious Manuscripts, in November 2004.
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1.6 Vision and Mission Statement

Vision

The aim of the Department is to develop and preserve South African culture to ensure social cohesion
and nation-building.

Mission

• To develop and promote arts and culture in South Africa and mainstream its role in social development

• To develop and promote the official languages of South Africa and enhance the linguistic diversity of the
country

• To improve economic and other development opportunities for South African arts and culture nationally
and globally through mutually beneficial partnerships, thereby ensuring the sustainability of the sector

• To develop and monitor the implementation of policy, legislation and strategic direction for the identification,
conservation and promotion of cultural heritage

• To guide, sustain and develop the archival, heraldic and information resources of the nation to empower
citizens through full and open access to these resources.
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1.7 Legislative Mandate

The legislative mandate of the Department of Arts and Culture is broad, covering a range of institutions and
legislation. The primary legislative mandate of the Department comes from the Constitution of the Republic
of South Africa, which states that –

Everyone has the right to freedom of expression, which includes -

(a) freedom of the press and other media;
(b) freedom to receive or impart information or ideas;
(c) freedom of artistic creativity; and
(d) academic freedom and freedom of scientific research (section 16);

and that -

Everyone has the right to use the language and to participate in the cultural life of their choice, but no one
exercising these rights may do so in a manner inconsistent with any provision of the Bill of Rights (section 30).

Part A of Schedule 4 of the Constitution indicates that matters of culture and language are functional areas of
concurrent competence between national and provincial government.

Supported by the White Paper on Arts, Culture and Heritage, the following Acts have been promulgated by
Parliament and institutions created in furtherance of the constitutional mandate of the Department of Arts and
Culture:

• National Archives and Records Service of South Africa Act (No. 43 of 1996)

• Cultural Institutions Act (No. 119 of 1998)

• Culture Promotion Act (No. 35 of 1983)

• South African Geographical Names Council Act (No. 118 of 1998)

• Heraldry Act (No. 18 of 1962)

• Legal Deposit Act (No. 54 of 1997)

• National Arts Council Act (No. 56 of 1997)

• National Film and Video Foundation Act (No. 73 of 1997)

• National Heritage Council Act (No. 11 of 1999)

• National Heritage Resources Act (No. 25 of 1999)

• Pan South African Language Board Act (No. 59 of 1995)

• National Library of South Africa Act (No. 92 of 1998)

• South African Library for the Blind Act (No. 91 of 1998)

• National Council for Library and Information Services Act (No. 6 of 2001).




